
  Dynamic Iceland  
FIELD EXPERIENCE

The Geological Society of America’s

Experience the excitement and wonder of volcanoes 
and glaciers on a mid-ocean ridge!

This amazing experience is designed especially for Earth Science  
and Geography educators (K-16).

 July 20-31, 2015
(12 days, 11 nights)

A land of many contrasts, Iceland offers opportunities for first hand field experience 
with on-going volcanism at a spreading plate margin and associated geothermal 
features. Subglacial eruptions trigger massive ash plumes demanding international 
attention and outburst floods cause significant alteration of the landscape on an ac-
tive time scale.  See first-hand examples at Þingvellir National Park, Eyjafjallajökull, 
and the Vatnajökulll Icecap,as well as outlet
glaciers, deep fjords, and evidence for 
isostatic rebound along rocky coasts that 
hold evidence of geologic history.

US$3,875
(Teacher GSA Members.  Non- members $3,975)

Price includes all breakfasts, picnic lunches, and entrance 
to cultural highlights.  Price DOES NOT include airfare 

and dinner meals.
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Day 1 (Monday, July 20). Flight arrivals suggested for July 19.  Flybus shuttle to Reykjavik; July 20 mid morning Introduction 
and Orientation meeting at Reykjavik hotel - review itinerary at group lodging followed by museum visits and free time; Over-
night in Reykjavik.

Day 2 (Tuesday, July 21).  Golden Circle (Þingvellir NP, Geysir, and Gullfoss); onsite geologic discussions; picnic lunch; Over-
night in Selfoss.

Day 3 (Wednesday, July 22). Gigjokull (Eyjafjallajökull site of 2010 eruption outburst flood); alpine glacial terrain; picnic lunch; 
Sólheimajökulll (outlet glacier of Myrdalsjökulll Icecap); Dyrhoólaey (puffins, sea stacks). Overnight in Vik. 

Day 4 (Thursday, July 23).  Laki fissure and craters; Picnic lunch. Overnight in Kirkjabaejarklaustur.

Day 5 (Friday, July 24).  Vatnajökulll Icecap & Skaftafell NP; hike to Skaftafell Glacier terminus; Picnic lunch or café; Jökulsár-
lón NP (glacier lagoon and ice bergs). Overnight in Hofn.

Day 6 (Saturday, July 25).  Views of southern rocky coast; high orographic desert terrain; Picnic lunch; Namafjall geothermal 
area; Overnight at Myvatn Lake

Day 7 (Sunday, July 26).  Jökulsárgljufur NP (Dettifoss waterfalls and flood scoured terrain); Asbyrgi (abandoned cataract), 
Jökulsárgljufur Visitor Center; Picnic lunch; Marine fossil bluff;  Overnight in Skulagardur. 
  
Day 8 (Monday, July 27).  Myvatn Lake and lava flows; Godafoss.  Lunch and free afternoon in Akuryeri; Overnight in Akureyri. 

Day 9 (Tuesday, July 28).  Free morning in Akuryeri Northern fjord coast; Siglufjörður; Herring Museum (on your own); Holar 
Church; Overnight in Saudarkroukur.

Day 10 (Wednesday, July 29). Glaumbaer Farm Museum; wool outlet; Picnic lunch; Settlement Museum; Overnight in Borgar-
nes.

Day 11 (Thursday, July 30).  Hellisheiði Geothermal plant; Reykjanes Peninsula; Picnic lunch; Farewell dinner; Overnight in 
Keflavik.

Day 12 (Friday, July 31). Morning on Reykjane’s SW coast, Bridge between Continents; self guided geothermal area; to airport 
for afternoon departures.; bus returns to Reykjavik for those remaining in Iceland after the GeoVenture ends.

* subject to change at any time

Trip ITINERARY*

Trip Details (the fine print)
• Accommodation is shared rooms in hotels. Unless nominated, we will pair participants off to share rooms. Single 

supplement is $875 pp.
• Price does not include flights to and from Reykjavik, shuttle from airport in Iceland, and modest dinner meals. Esti-

mated additional costs around US$360.
• Breakfasts and most lunches ARE included.
• Be aware that this trip involves some hiking/walking. You should be moderately fit and have no medical condition 
• that precludes you from participating. Be aware that at times we will be in areas with high sulfur content which can 

trigger asthmatic and other responses. 

Got questions? Email trip leader Jay Fleisher at fleishpj@oneonta.edu 

Price
US$3,875 for GSA Teacher Members

(hey..it’s only $30 to be a member .  Go here http://tinyurl.com/kl2rxfl)
US$3,975 for Non-members

     US$500 Deposit is required with registration.  See the refund policy details on form.

www.geoventures.org



Leader - Dr. P. Jay Fleisher, Ph.D., Professor Emeritus, Earth Sciences Depart, 
SUNY- College at Oneonta, Oneonta, NY; 607-286-7541; fleishpj@oneonta.edu 

Jay has conducted field research at Bering Glacier, Alaska for more than 2 decades 
and is past Director of the Juneau Icefield Research Program. He has organized and 
led dozens of extensive regional field trips for undergraduate students and “informed 
holidays” for groups of community adults, including a 2-week excursion to Iceland in 
2012, followed by a Dynamic Iceland GeoVenture in 2014.  Jay and his co-leaders have 
collaborated repeatedly on fieldwork in Iceland focusing on glacial processes.

Trip Leaders

Co-Leader - Dr. David A.  Franzi, Ph.D., Distinguished Teaching Professor, 
Center for Earth and Environmental Science, SUNY Plattsburgh, Platts-
burgh, NY; 518-564-4033; franzida@plattsburgh.edu;  

Dave has been an undergraduate teacher and mentor at SUNY Plattsburgh since 1985.  
His principal research focus is the deglacial history in the Adirondack Mountains and 
Champlain Valley of northeastern New York but he has also supervised undergradu-
ate research on topics such as landslide susceptibility, hydrogeology, nonpoint source 
runoff and sedimentary petrology.  Dave directed the Plattsburgh Summer Institute 
for Math, Science and the Environment for high school students in 1995 and the NSF-
sponsored Plattsburgh Research Experiences for Undergraduates program from 2000 
to 2005.

Co-leader - Dr. Fiona Tweed, Ph.D., Professor, Geography Faculty of Sci-
ences, Staffordshire University, Stoke-on-Trent, Staffordshire, UK. 

As a member of the faculty at Staffordshire University, Fiona offers courses related 
to glacial processes and geology in general. She has extensive research experience in 
Iceland, including the hydrology of jökulhlaups (outburst floods). Recently, she has 
focused her attention on catastrophic flooding associated with the volcanic eruption 
beneath Eyjafjallajökull in 2010 and a broad scope of natural hazards and risks in 
Iceland leading to means of mitigation. She and Jay have been part of a science field 
staff on several Iceland EarthWatch Programs, as well as being co-leaders for the 2014 
GeoVenture in Iceland.

Co-leader - Matt Dawson, Education & Outreach, Geological Socity of 
America, Boulder, Colorado.

Matt has worked in GSA’s Education and Outreach Department since 2010, assisting 
with the EarthCache program and coordinating the GeoCorps America program. 
Matt has also co-led GSA GeoVentures in Iceland and Colorado. Matt first connected 
with GSA in 2007, when he worked in a GeoCorps position with the Bureau of Land 
Management in Montana. Before coming to GSA, Matt worked as a Naturalist in 
Chandler, AZ, and as a high school earth science teacher in Brockton, MA. Matt has a 
B.S. in Geology from Caltech  and an M.S. in Geology from MIT. Matt enjoys run-
ning, hiking, biking, climbing, camping, and caching with his wife and son in Colo-
rado and beyond.


